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Summary 
 

The Pedal with Pete Foundation had a mixed year in 2022, with improvements in some areas and 

disappointments in others. We executed successful ride events in Columbus, Ohio and 

Emmetsburg, Iowa, but we were not able to organize a ride in Northeast Ohio. We used the funds 

that were raised to support two research grants, through our cooperation h the American Academy 

for Cerebral Palsy and Developmental Medicine. We also provided specially adapted bicycles to 

three children with Cerebral Palsy, through our cooperation with the Adaptive Sports Connection. 

We are able to continue this work through the support we receive from our many dedicated donors, 

riders, sponsors and volunteers, many of whom have contributed for more than ten years. At the 

end of the year, we added two new members to our Board of Directors. One of the new Directors 

will focus on improving our social media presence and the other Director will work to increase our 

interaction with the cerebral palsy community in Central Ohio. 

 

Introduction 
 

The Pedal with Pete Foundation is a not-for-profit 501 c (3) organization with a mission to raise 

funds for research leading to better prevention strategies and treatment protocols to improve the 

quality of life of people who live with cerebral palsy, their families and caregivers. All of the work 

of the Foundation is carried out by volunteers, enabling over 80% of all funds raised to be directed 

towards the Foundation’s research program. Each year the Foundation sponsors three cycling 

events in the Midwest to raise funds for its research program. 

  

The Pedal with Pete Foundation was founded in Kent, OH in 1993 by Pete Zeidner. Although he 

had a serious case of cerebral palsy, 

he rode a recumbent bicycle with joy 

and purpose. He combined his love of 

cycling, his first-hand knowledge of 

cerebral palsy, and his marketing 

knowledge to conceive of a way to 

raise funds for cerebral palsy 

research. The Foundation moved 

from Kent to Columbus in 2010. The 

cumulative amount of money raised 

by the Foundation passed the million dollar level in 2015, and continues to grow. 

 

The Foundation has been a consistent funding source of critical seed grants for cerebral palsy 

research. This reputation is the result of the hard work and support of the loyal volunteers, donors, 

and ride participants that make up the Pedal with Pete family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aacpdm.org/
https://www.aacpdm.org/
https://adaptivesportsconnection.org/


Ride Events 
 

 
 

For over twenty-five years the Pedal with Pete Foundation has sponsored annual cycling- oriented 

events to raise funds to support our program of research grants to medical researchers seeking a 

cure or treatment for cerebral palsy.  

 

Columbus Ride Event: 

The event team again chose the Marysville High School parking lot for this year’s event, with rest 

stops in Milford Center and Mechanicsburg. In addition to the ride, the day’s activities included a 

Kid’s Fest sponsored by Nationwide Children’s Hospital staff, and the presentation of specially 

adapted bicycles to three children with cerebral palsy, in cooperation with the Adaptive Sports 

Connection. After the ride, participants enjoyed subs, pizza, chips, and root beer floats. Riders 

chose among 6 routes of distances from 12 to 101 miles. Riding from Marysville High School put 

our riders in the very scenic farmland of Central Ohio safely and quickly. The event, held on 

Saturday, July 30th, had 476 riders, and raised $40,386. The event was made possible through the 

hard work of 36 volunteers, led by the following team: 

 

Roger Schenck, Columbus Event Team Leader 
➢ Joe Florian, Marketing Leader 

➢ Pam Grimes, Food Leader 

➢ Emi Penney, Activities Coordinator 

➢ Fred Rogers, Route Marking Leader 

➢ Dawn Schenck, Photographer 

➢ Ben Wibberley, Site Leader 

➢ Chris Zeidner, Route, and Volunteer Leader 

➢ Jocelyn Zeidner, Graphic Design 

 

https://www.marysville.k12.oh.us/marysvillehighschool_home.aspx
https://www.nationwidechildrens.org/
https://adaptivesportsconnection.org/
https://adaptivesportsconnection.org/


 

Emmetsburg Event 
 

The event was held on September 18th and raised $770. 

Julie Naig, Emmetsburg Event Team Leader 

  



Research Program 
 

Each spring the Foundation receives a number of research proposals from the American Academy 

of Cerebral Palsy and Developmental Medicine (AACPDM). These proposals are reviewed by the 

Foundation's Cerebral Palsy Research Team, who make a recommendation to the Foundation's 

Board of Directors of which projects to fund. The final decision about which projects to fund is 

made by the Board in June or July. Each of the projects are funded at a level between $20,000 and 

$30,000. Most of these research projects are seed research projects which typically lead to follow-

up projects for further research. Such funding is a scarce yet critical part of the overall research 

process. 

 

During 2022 the Foundation funded two research grants: 

 

 
Baseline Muscle Properties of individuals with Cerebral Palsy 

Research Team: Rachel L DiFazio, PhD RN PPCNP-BC FAAN; Judith Ann Vessey, PhD 

MBA RN FAAN; Jay Berry, MD MPH; Daniel Graham Whitney, PhD; Tania Denise Shaffer 

Strout PhD RN MS 

 

Institution: Boston Children’s Hospital 

 

Abstract: Spastic muscles of individuals with CP are usually smaller, stiffer, and weaker. Recent 

research has shown that muscle preservation therapies and enhancement are important. Compare 

muscle quality before and after receiving Botox, Selective Dorsal Rhizotomies, orthopedic 

surgery, or no treatment. 

 

Core Question: Do common interventions including surgery and Botox injections improve 

muscle quality more than physical therapies? 



 

Development of a Clinical Prediction Model for Predicting Post-

operative Complications in Children with Cerebral Palsy  

Research Team: Rachel L DiFazio, PhD RN PPCNP-BC FAAN; Judith Ann Vessey, PhD 

MBA RN FAAN;  Jay Berry, MD MPH; Daniel Graham Whitney, PhD; Tania Denise Shaffer 

Strout PhD RN MS 

Institution: Boston Children’s Hospital 

 

Abstract: Most common post-operative complications for CP patients are respiratory, surgical 

site and urinary tract infections. 

Core Questions:  

• Can a useful, reliable, and valid clinical risk prediction model for post-operative infection 

in children with CP undergoing hip or spine surgery be created using claims data, 

electronic health records? 

• What are the risk factors for the development of post-operative infections? 

• Will the addition of demographic, antrometric, biomarkers improve the model? 

 

  



Other Activities 
 

 
 

In cooperation with the Adaptive Sports Connection, The Pedal with Pete Foundation awarded 

three customized bicycles to Ohio children with cerebral palsy.  

 

 

Board of Directors 
 

The 2022 Board of Directors of the Pedal with Pete Foundation were: 

 

Nick Farmer, President 

Phil Rosen, Vice President 

Lauri Kaplan, Secretary 

Peter Dague, Treasurer 

Heather Darling, Director 

Sabine Kuhn, Director 

John Manley, Director 

Roger Schenck, Director 

Mimi Singh, Director 

Paul Stock, Director 

Jim Stroble, Director 

 

https://adaptivesportsconnection.org/


 

Financial Information 
 

The key financial metrics for the Pedal with Pete Foundation for 2022 were: 

 

Statement of Income and Expense 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Balance Sheet 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


